
 
 
 

KEY STORY QUESTIONS FOR ATTORNEYS 
 

1. Who is the hero of this story? Your client? A victim? A possible perpetrator of 
the crime? A law enforcement officer? An employee of your client? 

 
2. If your client is a group or a corporation, what individual will best embody that 

entity as the hero of the story? 
 

3. In what arena will you present this story? Trial? Deposition? Media interview? 
Press release? 

 
4. Where in that arena will the story be used? Opening remarks? Summation? 

Witness testimony? Press conference? 
 

5. Who will present this story? You? Your client? A witness? 
 

6. Where is the hero at the beginning of the story, before anything new occurs 
to move the story forward? What is the everyday life the hero has been living, 
and how does the story show that? 

 
7. Why will we immediately empathize with the hero? 

 
8. What opportunity is presented to the hero early in the story? 

 
9. What new situation is the hero placed in as a result of that opportunity? Is it 

by choice, or is the hero forced into it? What will the hero have to figure out, or 
adjust to, in this new situation? 

 
10. What specific, visible goal or finish line does the hero want to cross by the end of 

the story – in other words, what’s the outer motivation? 
 

11. What’s the outer conflict — what makes that goal impossible to achieve? 
 

12. What is the hero’s greatest emotional fear? 
 

13. What wound – what painful event or situation — in his or her past (usually in 
adolescence) led to that fear? 

 



14. What is the hero’s arc or transformation? What does she have the courage to 
do at the end of the story that she is too afraid to do at the beginning? 

 
15. Is the hero’s goal clearly resolved, or left open-ended? 


